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President's Message 
 

Caryn Cassidy, MD 
 

 

We hope that you have had an enjoyable summer and are 
transitioning smoothly into the new school year. We are excited to 

share many updates with you about our future programs. 
 

It is with great honor that I transition into the role of president of the 
Los Angeles Pediatric Society. I look forward to working more closely 
with the organization and know that I follow in the footsteps of many 
inspirational past presidents. One of my greatest goals as president 
is to help expand our membership to new members, especially 

younger pediatricians. The board has recently agreed to offer free 
membership to residents and fellows still in training as well as one 

year post training so please spread the word and encourage trainees 
planning to stay in Los Angeles to join LAPS. Join here  
 
 
READ MORE...  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

2021 Summer Program Expands  
to Record Number of Students 

The Los Angeles Pediatric Society (LAPS) established the Eve and Gene Black Summer 
Medical Career Program in 1969 as a medical mentor program to encourage high school 
students to choose careers in the health professions.  
  

In this, the 52
nd

 year of the Program, still confronted by the challenges of COVID-19, 

we elected to continue with a virtual experience. We had a year of Zoom experience 

https://lapedsoc.org/membership/
https://files.constantcontact.com/89fdfcab001/b8f67d0a-1aca-4ca7-8693-8e2ab2001503.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/89fdfcab001/70e2faf6-e093-427d-9397-e23d841d3701.pdf


under our belts, and boldly took full advantage of the opportunity afforded by being 
virtual to increase the number of students selected and widen our horizons for 

presenters. We received over 370 applications and were able to offer acceptance to 
200 of those applicants! That is almost 3 times the total from any other year! And we 
had presenters from across the country, such as Dr. Mobeen Rathmore from Florida, 
Dr. Perri Klass from New York and Dr. Laura Piper from Cincinnati!  
 

The students were divided into two, two-week sessions and met from July 6 through 

July 29. LAPS Board members Drs. Neville Anderson, Caryn Cassidy, Gene Liu, Kimberly 
Klausner, Allyson Self-Stoico, Sloane Sevran, Ilan Shapiro, Patrick Whelan, Paula 
Whiteman and Henry Wu served as the daily moderators, navigating speaker 
introductions, chat questions and PowerPoint presentations with ease. 
 
 

Click Images below to see Quotes from  
2021 Program Participants AND Presenters 

 

READ MORE.. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can I help the Summer Program?  Visit our website 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

  

https://files.constantcontact.com/89fdfcab001/96b8a0d8-a221-4cac-abe1-bf222ed161a9.pdf
https://lapedsoc.org/donate/
https://files.constantcontact.com/89fdfcab001/3febaff8-8dea-4fb6-81fd-a2a0060a35fd.jpg
https://files.constantcontact.com/89fdfcab001/74c8180c-913a-4419-a6ff-dd03a2703396.jpg


 

 

Please join us online 

Thursday evening – September 23, 2021 

 Moira Szilagyi, MD  
2022 President Elect of American Academy of Pediatrics 

Professor of Pediatrics at UCLA, Department of 
Pediatrics, Division of General Pediatrics 

 
Important Issues for Children and Adolescents in Foster 

Care  

AND  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Szilagyi, MD 

Professor and Executive Vice-Chair 

Department of Pediatrics - UCLA 

 

Childhood Vaccination in the Era of COVID 

 

REGISTER HERE 

 

PROGRAM 

6:30 - 7:30 pm - Peter Szilagyi, MD 

7:30 - 8:30 pm - Moira Szilagyi, MD 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE OF SEPTEMBER 16-18, 2022 

FOR OUR ANNUAL BRENNEMANN 
LECTURES AT DISNEYLAND 

  

We are happy to report that our scheduled 2020 speakers have 
agreed to return for 2022! 

GASTROENTEROLOGY: Tanaz Farzan Danialifar, MD 

HEMATOLOGY: Gavin Roach, MD 

INFECTIOUS DISEASE: Tempe Chen, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehzmr9a205a56a90&oseq=&c=&ch=


 

HIV PrEP 

 
Tempe Chen, MD, FAAP, AAHIVS 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
Bickerstaff Pediatric Family Center 
Miller Children’s and Women’s Hospital Long Beach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is an article from one of upcoming speakers, Dr. Tempe Chen, for the Brennemann 
Lectures on September 16-18, 2022 at Disney. We hope to see you all there in person next 
year! 
 

When I was a fourth-year medical student more than 20 years ago, I expressed interest in pursuing work 

in the field of HIV. I was told that I would be entering “a dying field” and advised to consider pursuing 
other interests in the field of pediatrics. Upon completion of residency in General Pediatrics and fellowship 
in Pediatric Infectious Diseases, I began working at an HIV clinic where the staff would joke that we were 
working “to put ourselves out of business.” More than 13 years later, we continue to diagnose teens and 
young adults with HIV infection and remain “in business.” We are fortunate to celebrate more than 25 
years with no mother-to-child transmission of HIV for mothers who have been in our care.  
 

In the world of HIV, several studies have significantly augmented the care of our HIV positive patients. In 
1989, the landmark Pediatric AIDS Clinical Trials Group 076 study showed a 70% reduction in HIV 
transmission from mother-to-child with intrapartum administration of IV zidovudine to laboring HIV 
positive pregnant women. In 1996, when combination antiretroviral therapy was given to all HIV positive 
pregnant mothers regardless of CD4 T cell count, we saw the rate of HIV transmission from mother-to-
child decrease to less than 2%. By 2011, the breakthrough HIV Prevention Trials Network 052 study 
interim analysis demonstrated a 96% reduction in HIV transmission amongst serodiscordant couples 
launching the “Treatment as Prevention” strategy for HIV.   

  

Read More 
 

COME JOIN US! 
We're excited to share that we've created a private Facebook group for 
LAPS members to network amongst themselves about topics ranging 

from clinical scenarios to practice management to job/research opportunities, 
etc. Join the group here. Also, be sure to follow us on Instagram for current 
updates and news from LAPS.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Help support 
LAPS whenever 
you shop on 
Amazon! 

 

 

 

 

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow 
the instructions below to select "Los Angeles Pediatric Society Inc" as your charity and activate 
AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to us.  
How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Los Angeles Pediatric Society Inc" as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app  
 
Click here 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/89fdfcab001/a288807b-6bd5-437c-b7ac-83a4e8c79400.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/308147980213135
https://www.instagram.com/lapediatricsoc/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2673275


Member Updates 

  

 

 

 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS: 
 

Paria Hassouri, MD 

Kevin Hong, MD 

Lauren Meepos, MD 

Karen Camero, MD 

Bahareh Gordon, MD 

Santhosh Mukund Nadipuram, MD 

Michelle Kelman, MD 

 

IN MEMORIAM:  
 

Leslie Holve, MD, May 2021, Past President of LAPS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-2022 

 

PRESIDENT   
CARYN B. CASSIDY, MD, FAAP 

VICE PRESIDENT  AND CHAIR OF THE SUMMER PROGRAM  

ALLYSON SELF-STOICO, MD, FAAP 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
KIMBERLY KLAUSNER, MD, FAAP 

SECRETARY   
SLOANE SEVRAN, MD, FAAP 

VICE PRESIDENT  OF PROGRAM  

NEVILLE ANDERSON, MD, FAAP 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
KAREN CAMERO, MD 

GENE LIU, MD, AAO-HNS 
ILAN SHAPIRO, MD, FAAP 

PAULA WHITEMAN, MD, FAAP, FACEP 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

ELLEN SEAMAN 
 

  

  

    

   

 

https://www.facebook.com/LAPediatricSoc
https://www.facebook.com/LAPediatricSoc
https://twitter.com/LAPedSoc
https://twitter.com/LAPedSoc
https://www.instagram.com/la_pediatric_soc/
https://www.instagram.com/la_pediatric_soc/

